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             ����                         ON THE CALENDAR                          ��� �          
                    
                   Wednesday, May 9th  :                                                  Parents Association Meeting, 8:45 am 
                   Wednesday, May 14th  :                                                Observation Day, 9-10:30 am 
                                                                                                         UTST Open, 8:30-3:30 
                   Saturday, May 17th  :                                                     Open House & UTST Open, 10 am – 12 noon 
                   Wednesday, May 21st  :                                                 Open Board Meeting , 6:30 pm 
                   Friday, May 23rd  :                                                        Last Day for Kindergarten and Pre-K 
                   Monday, May 26th  :                                                     Memorial Day, NO SCHOOL 
                   Friday, May 30th  :                                                        Baby Peas Mini-Session begins 
                   Friday, June 6th  :                                                          Year End Assembly & Moving Day (Full day) 
                   Saturday, June 7th  :                                                      Eighth Grade Graduation 
                   Monday, June 16th  :                                                     Summer Camp Session I begins 
                   Monday, June 23rd  :                                                     Summer Camp Session II begins 
                   Wednesday, June 25th  :                                                Open Board Meeting, 6:30 pm 
              

 

Upcoming Events 
�
Observation Morning 

Wednesday, May 14th from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m., SWS hosts the last Observation Morning for the 
year. Invite family and friends to observe the classroom, 
watch a Waldorf DVD and learn more about Waldorf 
education. RSVP to 426-4506. 
  
PreK and Kinder Last Day 

Last day for classes in Friday, May 23rd. Please 
note this on your calendars. 
 
Class Trips, Meetings and Plays 
Friday, May 9th – Fifth Grade Greek Olympics, all day 
Friday, May 9th – Third Grade Class Play and Potluck, 
5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 13th – Third Grade to Landis Valley  
Tuesday, May 13th – Middle School Chorus to Phil Haven, 
1:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 16th – Fifth Grade Class Play, 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 19th - May 23rd – Third Grade to Journey’s 
End 
 

 
 
Thursday, May 22nd – First Grade Play, 9:15 a.m.; First 
Grade Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 23rd – First Grade Play, 9:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 27th – 30th – Fifth Grade Camping Trip 
Wednesday, May 28th – First Grade to Gnome Countryside 
 
Third Grade Trip to Journey’s End 

As part of the curriculum, the third grade will be 
traveling to Journey’s End. It is a family run farm that has 
served as a summer camp for many of our students over 
the years. 

Founded in 1939 by Leon and Edith Allen at 
Honeoye, NY, Journey's End has been located since 1960 
in Sterling, PA, at the Curtis family's farm on the edge of 
the Poconos. Journey's End is a farm camp that combines 
the warmth and safety of a good home with a 
wholesome program guided by a dedicated 
staff and planned with the children.  

A week at Journey’s End may mean 
tapping the trees for maple syrup, milking 
the cows, putting up fences, gathering eggs, 
planting the garden, making butter and listening 
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to nature. Mostly it is learning about how to work together 
and how to respect the earth and all its goodness. We wish 
the third graders happy memories and safe travels! 

 
Graduation for the Class of 2008 

The Eighth Grade Class cordially invites you to 
attend their graduation from the Susquehanna Waldorf 
School at 1:00 p.m. on June 7, 2008. The graduation will 
take place at St. John’s Lutheran Church located at the 
corner of 6th and Locust streets in Columbia, PA. Class 
projects will be on display following the ceremony. 
Refreshments will be served. An RSVP to Maria Wherley 
is appreciated. For directions, please contact Brenda 
Jensen at 684-7518. 

Congratulations to the Cynthia Anderson, the 
parents, the subject teachers, and all those who have 
supported, volunteered, and loved this class.  
 
Dates and Reminders 

Contracts were mailed out on April 1st. Please 
carefully note the changes for next year. 

Supply fees were due by May 1st. 
All accounts must be paid off no later than June 

10th unless other arrangements are made. 
 

Ongoing News 
 
SWS ’04 Graduates 

SWS’s graduating 8th grade class of 2004 is now 
the high school graduating class of 2008. Follows is the 
list of the students and where they will be going. 
Congratulations to all of you! 

 
Nathan Doan – Penn State University, Main Campus, PA 
Sarah Fasano – Connecticut University, CT 
Charity Freiberg - Savannah College of Art and Design, 
GA 
Naomi Gillies – Berkeley School of Music, MA 
Lindsey Kasl – undecided 
Johnny Kettering – Millersville University, PA 
Mike Knapp – Drexel University, PA 
Katie Lavanture – undecided 
Anya Mullen – Ursinus College, PA 
Jason Piperberg – University of the Arts of Philadelphia, 
PA 
Kaitlyn Randazzo – Penn State University, Skullkill 
Campus, PA 
Brian Rank – Ithaca University, NY 
Peter Reist – traveling to Africa to offer a year of service 
Mollie Schademan – Savannah College of Art and Design, 
GA 

Jonathon Soussa – West Chester University, PA 
Samantha Stokes – Ithaca University, NY 
Connor Tobin – Temple University, PA 
Kay Zaiser – American University, Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Message from the Business Manager 

Hello SWS Community - Thanks to many of you 
for meeting with me in person for our contract signing. It 
is very fine to have more than a name on a paper and 
numbers on a screen. Learning a bit about who you are 
and how your experience is in the school matters a great 
deal. Your feedback – pro and con alike -  is helpful and 
valuable. It isn’t such a comfortable thing, making 
criticism or questioning why and when you do, it is an 
opportunity to improve something together. Thank you for 
speaking up. - Deborah Duke 
 
Books from AWSNA 

As a full member school, SWS commits to 
purchasing newly published books that come from within 
the Waldorf movement. The school store carries these 
books for purchase. The latest two books are: 

The Dragon Boy by Donald Samson 
This book is the coming of age 
story and will be enjoyed as a 
reader for classes four and up. 
Written by a Waldorf teacher 
who is a master storyteller, the 
book was illustrated by a former 
Waldorf student. The theme of 
courage and unexpected plot 
twists in the story will delight 
young readers. 

Traditions: Integrating 
the Days of Awe and Chanukah into the Waldorf Grades 
Curriculum  By Erica Jayasuriya  This book makes a rich 
addition to our multicultural curriculum. Included are 
stories, poems, games, songs, recorder pieces, and lore 
from Jewish tradition. 
 
Welcome to Harold Raymond Cameron 

SWS families are invited to provide meals for the 
Cameron family who have recently welcomed Harold 
Raymond into the world. Mr. Cameron will return to teach 
on Wednesday, May 7th. Since he teaches on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, multiple meals are asked to be brought in for 
him on those two days. There is one dietary restriction: 
please no shell fish. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity. The sign up sheet is up on the Community 
Board in Williams Hall. 

 
 

 



	���	�

Facilities Thanks 
 It is so incredible to see what can be accomplished 
when we put our heads, hearts, and hands together. I am 
simply amazed, and deeply grateful for the tremendous 
effort that the Denlinger, Lehman, Cross, McKinney, 
Hartley, and McIntyre families put forth into the removal 
of the concrete sidewalk. Everyone worked so hard to get 
it done, and in such a short period of time – WOW! 
Thanks to each and every one of you, and your families 
who worked so hard together to create anew the garden 
space for the youngest children among us at SWS. The 
early childhood faculty will be so delighted to have this 
available to them for next year. The rest of the 
transformation will take place over the summer and the 
garden will be an entirely new space by the start of school 
in the fall. The seeds of transformation have been planted 
by your efforts. It is exciting for me to be a part of that. 
Many thanks, Kirsten 
 
Supply Fees & Contracts 

As careful as the many committee eyes were to 
construct the Contract Documents – there is some 
information askew. Working as a collective has many 
benefits though speaking as one voice is its own challenge.  
In any case – let’s try this again. 

The due dates were omitted from the Contract.  A 
May 1st due date for the supply fees was published in the 
Post..  Many of you were able to meet this deadline and 
some of you were not. Confusion aside, please submit 
your contract with your supply fees as soon as possible 
and no later than June 3rd.  

If you do not have your plans firm for next year, 
the non-refundable supply fee can present a problem. This 
is surely understandable. Nevertheless your teachers must 
purchase their students’ supplies based on enrollment for 
the fall. Tuition covers 82.3% of the actual cost of the 
education which does not include student supplies. If you 
cannot sign the contract yet, please at least offer your 
teacher your intentions so they can prepare as accurately 
as possible.  

Some contracts simply cannot be processed until 
after Tuition Assistance allocation is complete. This 
process will conclude in May and in time for the June 3rd 
deadline. 

We are not offering a gift certificate or other 
incentive for on-time delivery nor instituting a penalty for 
late submissions. We are simply proceeding as a 
community cooperating together to make things work.  

Lastly - policy and process, format and changes 
are decisions developed by committee and ratified by the 
Board. The role of the Business Manager is to steward 
those policies and processes according to the agreements 
that form them. Your questions and ideas can be taken to 
any committee member and are welcomed therein. Thank 

you for bringing attention to things that are confusing 
and/or need to be improved. And thank you for accepting 
my apologies for any confusion that results from my 
communication.  Blessings on our school. -  Deborah 
Duke   
 
Summer Camps 

Spring is just making its appearances and it is not 
too early to sign up for summer camps. Sign up today and 
take advantage of the Early Bird discount. Brochures are 
available on the front console of the entry way of the 
school and on the table down at the PreK hallway. Any 
questions may be directed to Lydia at 426-4506 ext. 223. 

 

 
 
Summer Office Hours 

Please note that summer office hours for the 
administrative staff will be by appointment only. Please 
check your directory for extension numbers for 
Admissions, Business Manager, Development and 
Facilities. We will not have a receptionist during the 
summer however messages will be checked on a daily 
basis.  
  The school store, Under the Sycamore Tree, will 
be open on Tuesday's from 9 to 12. We thank you for your 
support. 
 

Parents Association News 
 

The PA convened for a special session on 4/25 for 
nominations for the 2008-09 school year.  In attendance 
were, Fran Denlinger (PA Chair), Cindi Hughes (parent), 
Moira Taylor (parent), Carolyn Downey (parent), 
Kirsten Updike (parent), Jim Fortney (parent), Boel 
Neville (interested observer).  There are currently no other 
Steering Committee Members beyond the PA Chair. 
 
At this time there are no nominations for any PA positions 
for the upcoming year.  The special session for 
nominations was announced in the Post.  The ability to 
send in nominations via phone and email was also 
announced for those parents who could not attend the 
special session in person. 
 
The Pa will have the scheduled May 9th meeting which 
will be the final meeting of this current school year.  The 
PA will not convene after May 9, until there are a 
minimum of 4 Steering Committee members - PA Chair, 
PA Co-Chair, PA Rep to the Board, and PA Secretary. 
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Jim Fortney (parent of Andy, Grade 1) has agreed to the 
position of PA Rep to the Post Committee.  This is a new 
position added for the upcoming school year to improve 
communication within our community.  Below, please 
read his first submission to the Post on behalf of the PA. 
 
“The PA is your organization. As a parent, you have a 
powerful voice in running your school by offering your 
guidance and opinions to the PA. But your voice isn't 
being heard. We currently have very light participation at 
the regular PA meetings, and no one to serve in any PA 
positions for the upcoming school year. There will not be 
a PA next year if no one is willing to help. 
 
As a parent, you're already a member of the PA. All you 
need to make your voice count is to commit to attending a 
meeting perhaps once a month. It's not difficult, and it 
doesn't take much time. Can we count on seeing you at the 
final PA meeting of this school year at 8:45 am this 
Friday?” - Jim Fortney 
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�     Congratulations to Michael Cameron (SWS 
Orchestra teacher) and Jen Blythe on the birth of Harold 
Raymond Cameron!  Mother and child are doing well.   
  
�  Special thanks to all who helped make this year's 
Spring Fair truly pleasant and to all who came out and 
supported our community-building event. 
 
�  Thanks to Douglas Hill for his support with electrical 
work on the exterior of the building. His expertise in this 
area is a tremendous asset. Many thanks! 
 
�  Many thanks to Todd Denlinger for his generous 
support in the sidewalk removal project in the rear garden. 
From picking up the equipment, to dumping the concrete, 
and a load of dirt to fill in the. The Denlingers kindly 
donated the rental of the equipment for this project which 
made it all go as smoothly and quickly as was possible.   
 
�  Thanks to the Wachhaus family for there donation of 
stumps to our playground, they have created much more 
opportunity to play on the far side of the playground. 
Thanks as well to them for being office fairies. Their 
donation of colored copy paper and binders is much 
appreciated and will be put to so much good use. 

 
�     The Lancaster County Jr. Orchestra will be playing at 
Long's Park, Lancaster in the Amphitheater on May 10th 
at 3:00 PM.  Orchestra member's include Lillie Curtis 
(7th), Victoria Hughes (7th) and Peter Downey (5th).  
Former SWS students Laura Cray, Lillie Wushanley and 
Lucas Evans are also members of the Jr. Orchestra.  Bring 
a picnic lunch and come enjoy a wonderful afternoon 
of music!!  
 

In the Community 
Cross-Cultural Experience on Your Doorstep 

Coming soon, to a town near you! A family of 
courageous refugees seeking a safe place to live, and 
motivated to become your new neighbors. I am offering a 
family-friendly volunteer opportunity of welcoming a 
refugee family, likely from either Iraq or Burma. This may 
include locating and stocking an apartment, providing 
transportation to appointments, being involved in cultural 
orientation, practicing English, and looking for jobs. 
Might there be several SWS parents interested in giving 
oversight to a sponsorship? It is generally a 4-6 month 
commitment until a family is working and self-sufficient – 
but friendships can go on indefinitely! Lutheran Refugee 
Services provides training, guidance, and case 
management to involve groups who feel invited to offer 
hospitality during this vulnerable time of transition. From 
my years at SWS, I think this is a good fit for parents who 
want to give their children exposure to people and 
experiences of other cultures, as well as modeling caring 
ways of relating to someone we consider “other”. With a 
few interested persons, I can help organize and walk you 
through the process. For more information, contact me, 
Nan Garber at 717-397-4757 or nang@lcfsinpa.org. 

 
Knights Templars and the Call 
of Michael: Then and Now! 
  
The Corps de Michael cordially 
invites you to join us in Hershey 
for our 15th Annual Whitsun 
Festival beginning at 9:45am on 

Saturday, 17th May. 
At the dawn of modern life the Knights Templars 

unfurled a new spiritual impulse.  Out of an inner life fired 
by meditation, prayer, devotion, and enthusiasm, the 
Templars introduced new and innovative initiatives in 
such diverse fields as architecture, agriculture, medicine, 
banking, and social renewal.  Just over seven hundred 
years ago, this practical work was impeded by a jealous 
king, who arrested scores of Templar Knights on Friday, 
the 13th of October 1307.  By 1312 the Order founded near 
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the Temple of Solomon was dissolved with leading 
knights burned at the stake. 

How does the Templars’ Sacrifice reveal a destiny 
of courage? How did their Rosicrucian successors go 
‘underground’ to win ‘inner armor’ and a more reliable 
form of spiritual experience? How can today’s 
collaborative striving for spirit knowledge comprise the 
social fabric of a higher form of community? How does 
community life counter the activity of evil and help forge 
individual capacities capable of meeting everyday 
challenges?   

The festivities will include music, a keynote 
address by David Lenker, and a community potluck.   This 
open event is sponsored by the Susquehanna Corps de 
Michael--Anthroposophical Society in Hershey.   For more 
information please call: Ruth Hessong (367-2864) or John 
Charlton (526-4146), or write 
corpsdemichael@comcast.net or visit our website: 
www.corpsdemichael.org 
 

Ads and Notices 
 
SWS Employment Opportunities 

The following part-time teaching positions are 
available for the 2008-09 school year.  Games, Latin, 
Middle School Support and Woodworking.  Qualified 
and experienced candidates please provide a letter of 
interest, resume with three references and a short 
biography ATTN Personnel Search Committee.  These 
positions are available until filled.   
Susquehanna Waldorf School is an EOE. 
Personnel Search Committee (Jim Fitzpatrick, Rochelle 
Hildreth, Melissa McIntyre and Maria Wherley) 
 

The Post 
 
Articles for the next issue of The Post must be 

e-mailed to receptionist@susquehanna.org no later 
than 3:15 p.m. Monday, May 19th.  All articles should 
be in Microsoft Word.  Submitted articles should be 
in one uniform font and not employ centering.  

Editorship of articles is at the 
discretion of the Post Committee. The 
Post is distributed the following 
Thursday after the submission date and 
sent home with the oldest child.  The 
Post can also be found on our website at 
www.susquehannawaldorf.org.  
 

Our Mission Statement: 
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